Texas Round Dance Teachers Association

First, I hope everyone made through the SNOVID-21 without too
much hardship, discomfort, and or loss. It was one heck of a week for
Texas with power outages, rolling blackouts, water outages, burst pipes, ’

and hand-carrying water for livestock and pets. It also cost us this year’s
Houston Round Dance Festival among other dance opportunities.

TRDTA held our first virtual business meeting this week. I hope we
can have more virtual meetings. Not only do we get to conduct our
business and visit a little, but it allows those who couldn’t physically
make it to a dance to attend. It also frees up time at the dance to socialize
and spend more time with each other and the dancers.

Speaking of meetings, Tammy and Marvin decided it was time to pass Treasurer on to someone
else. Pat and I thank them for all of their years serving as Treasurer and Registration for TRDTA South.
JL and Linda Pelton volunteered to step up in their place and will become Treasurer for the 2021-2022
dance year. The remainder of the officers agreed to continue. The meeting ended with Fred and Linda
Ayres, the Round Dance Coordinators for the State Festival this year, asking for help at the State
Festival. Round dancing will have two rooms this year. Fred and Linda need a minimum of six cuers
to volunteer to cue at State and more would be better. See the article from Fred and Linda on the Texas
State Festival later in this newsletter.

Pat and I want to thank everyone who contributed to this Year’s TRDTA South. At the time we’re
writing this article, it hasn’t occurred yet, but it will be history by the time you read this article. Thank
you to the cuers who will be there teaching and cueing for the dancers and to Tammy and Marvin for
being the Treasurer, handling the Festival registration, and coming up with the safety protocols to allow
the dance to occur during COVID. Thanks also go to Ed and Martha who arranged for all the facilities
and hotels and to the Ski’s for putting together the teaching day program, taking care of the printing,
and being our Vice President. Thanks also go to JL and Linda who took care of the dance voting, put
together the night program, developed the Syllabus, kept the website updated and running, and for
gathering everyone’s newsletter articles and editing the newsletter all year. Thank you also to David
and Jan for picking up the ice cream and snacks for the after party, and taking the meeting notes and
writing the minutes. Finally, a very large thank you to the dancers who registered and showed up to
dance.

We hope to see you all out on the dance floor soon.
Ron and Pat Plouch

Although not as well attended as hoped, seven cuers attended the Zoom meeting. This an unofficial
report as Jan Toms, Secretary, will be providing the official minutes of the meeting. There was a
regularly scheduled meeting held at La Grange during the TRDTA South Festival on February 27 to
confirm all actions discussed and voted upon during the Zoom meeting.

The 2022 TRDTA South Festival admission price will be raised to $50 per couple and $25 per single
registration. The Zoom meeting was necessary to vote the increase before the festival to give time to
make the flyer for next year and have it be available for dancers at the dance.

Going forward, the plan is to continue to hold yearly Zoom meetings for the membership. More
members will then be able to participate in the running of the organization.
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Other than the TRDTA South Festival, there are no festival reports from the last three months as many
were canceled that are usually held. Unfortunately, the Houston Festival was canceled at the last minute
due to ice on the roadways, most notably off the main highways, but bridges and overpasses were still
an issue.

by Kay and Bob Kurczewski

We are a pushing the deadline for this newsletter, but we wanted to report on the TRDTA South Festival
dance that was held in La Grange on the 26th and 27th of February. It was so good to see so many
dancers getting together to enjoy our favorite activity. Everyone there seemed to enjoy themselves and
were excited about renewing old friendships. This was evident by the survey sheets that were filled out
at the Saturday night dance.

This year TRDTA tried a new format to our Saturday morning. First there was a clinic by the Ski’s to
introduce or refresh some rusty brains on the West Coast Swing rhythm. Then there was a Phase 4
Waltz teach of “When I Said I Do,” which was choreographed and taught by Ron and Pat Plouch.

In the afternoon Ed and Karen Gloodt incorporated the figures which were taught in the morning West
Coast Swing clinic, into their dance “Make Love to Me.” It was so thrilling to see the floor enjoying a
new rhythm. Karen also surprised the floor by cueing another dance to the attendees, and they did it to
cues. What a morale booster that was!

On both Friday and Saturday nights the dancers enjoyed themselves to the cues of several of our
talented TRDTA cuers. Thank you to Karen and Ed Gloodt, Kay and Bob Kurczewski, Tammy and
Marvin Lee, Ron and Pat Plouch, and Jan and David Toms who cued for the festival.

Hope to see you all next year.

Need Cuers and Teachers in Tyler — June 10-13, 2021

Fellow Cuers and Teachers,
We need your help!

Linda and I have been asked to be the Round Dance Chairmen for this year’s Texas State Square and
Round Dance Festival. It will be held at the Harvey Convention Center in Tyler on June 10-13, 2021.
The square dance leaders have said this festival is definitely “a go” for June. Hopefully by then the
Covid-19 issues will be in our rear mirrors. We would like to put together an extensive round dance
program but need as many of you as possible to help in order to do so.

The festivities start on Thursday night with a trail-in dance sponsored by the Texas State Callers
Association. We want to have an informal trail-in round dance for about 2-2% hours on Friday
afternoon. The Friday evening dance will be presented by East Texas and hopefully it will be a 2+2,
although we haven’t officially heard that yet. For Saturday, the organizers have committed to two nice-
sized halls for the round dancing directly across the main corridor from the square dance halls.
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If possible, I would like to have Phase 2, 3, and square dance level 4 in one hall, and Phase 4, 5 and
maybe a 6 or two in the other hall. We would like to have about 2% hours of morning workshops
featuring 4 or 5 dances, or possibly a figure/rthythm clinic if someone wanted to do that. I’m thinking
two higher level dances and two or three in the lower-level hall. You could use anyone’s choreography
to teach, so you don’t need to write a dance unless you want to.

In the afternoon and evening we would have about 2-2'; hours of dancing in each hall. As it currently
stands, we would be having our own program on Saturday and will not be trying to coordinate our
schedule with the squares, thus no rounds in the square dance halls Saturday evening.

So, my request is simple: please attend, please communicate to all your round dancers, even the
advanced ones, that there will be dancing for all, and please let me know if you would be willing to
cue and/or do a morning workshop on that Saturday. We are a bit late getting started on this project
since things have been iffy for dancing, so I need to hear from you by March 15 to say if you can help.
With 7% hours each in two halls on Saturday, we need more than 6 cuers to help out, otherwise we will
need to scale back our efforts.

We look forward to your response, either by email to lindafredayres@gmail.com or by text message to
903-738-8897. Let’s show them that rounds still matter!

Fred and Linda Ayres

News a-Round Texas includes all information from cuer members about their lessons and club received
by the newsletter deadline. Newsletters are normally published in February, April, June, August,
October, and December. Due to the pandemic, this is a quarterly newsletter with a published date of
early March. The next newsletter will also be a quarterly edition, with plans to resume bi-monthly
publication in June.

If you are interested in attending a club in Texas, please contact the cuer for the most up-to-date
information on venue and nights dancing. Many clubs might be closed on the date you want to visit as
venues change and unexpected closures happen, or someone is simply not teaching that month. See the
TRDTA website at www.trdta.org for the directory information which includes the telephone numbers
of all the TRDTA cuers. Email addresses are hot links on each cuer’s name.

Fred and Linda Ayres — Longview, TX

Contact email: qocfred@att.net

We are continuing classes for a small group of Intermediate/Advanced Dancers on Tuesday evenings.
The holidays and wild weather made this period less productive than it should have been. It’s hard to
teach new dances when you miss weeks in the middle. Lot’s of rehash and review.

Basic/Intermediate Class — Tuesday Nights — Longview

We were able to finish one of the November teaches and proceeded to some new ones
Beat of Your Heart, 5, STS, Preskitt
Cross My Heart, 5, STS, Bunn
Song for a New Beginning, 4, BL, Davis
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Phase 4-6 Class — now Tuesday Nights — Longview
This class has been moved to later on Tuesdays since there are no beginners.

Dancing With a Stranger, 5, WCS, Goss

Jesse, 5, WZ, Shibata

Just Another Woman in Love, 6, RB, Anderson
New York NY, 6, FT, Preskitt

Usted, 5, BL, Worlock

Advanced Class — Wednesday Nights — Bossier City, LA

We have also been doing some teaching in Bossier City, LA with their advanced group on Let’s Smile
a Ph 4 FT by Hicks and Get it On.

Fred and Linda

Karen and Ed Gloodt — Ardmore, OK

Contact email: egloodt@netscape.net
Website: www.gloodts-letsdance.com

A big thank you to Tammy and Marvin, Ron and Pat, JL and Linda (program and syllabus), Bob and
Kay, and Jan and David for taking care of all the details of the TRDTA weekend and cueing the evening
program. What a team! And we are so glad that Martha and Ed came to visit.

The Skis West Coast Swing clinic helped prepare the couples who were new to WCS, and by the end
of the teach the dancers had mastered the dance that Ed and I taught! The weather cooperated, and it
was great to be back dancing.

We have not had dances in Oklahoma since November. We had scheduled a Valentine’s dance on
February 13th, but we decided to cancel and be safe as the cold temperatures and strong winds hit that
day. We did, however, resume workshops in January. We have met two or three times a month and
limited attendance to three to four couples.

Our next Madill dance is scheduled for March 13th. Unless we have last minute cancellations, we are
at our limit for the number of dancers. Even though most of us have had one or both shots, we will ask
dancers to continue wearing masks to protect themselves and others. And we will continue to bring our
own drinks and snacks. We are hoping that Swingtime will reopen soon, and we can get back to
dancing. If it doesn't, we can have another dance or two at Madill!

Karen and Ed

Christine and Theron Hixson — Garland, TX
Contact email: hixsoncuer@earthlink.net

Lessons — Monday — Basic Waltz — Garland, TX

Not much has changed this past couple of months. We have been continuing on Monday night with
mostly dancing basic waltz and two-step, and picking up a new figure here and there. The students are
enjoying more floor time than teaching time, so we’re moving along slowly. With nowhere else to
dance, they don’t want to forget what they’ve already learned.

Ramblin’ Rounds — Tuesdays — Phases 3-4-5 — Garland, TX

We still have small intermediate group meeting on Tuesdays. We still are mostly dancing our favorites
and, for about 30 minutes prior to our regular start time, we are dancing some Phase 5 and 6 dances.
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This past couple of months we have taught:
Gold Tango, Read, Tango 4+2
In Love With You, Parker, STS 4+2+2 STS
That Old Piano 4, Rotscheid, WCS 4+2+2 WCS
Sentimental O’ You, Hixson, JV, 4+1+1
Fields of Gold ’20, Dawson, RB 4+2

I (Christine) did have a total left knee replacement on Monday, February 22, am working towards a
speedy recovery in a rehab facility (hope to go home by March 6). Surgery was scheduled for
Wednesday, February 17, but got canceled late the day before because of the weather. It was a bummer,
because I had already had the Covid test and done all the pre-surgery prep, including self-quarantine,
that started 5 days before the surgery. This was in the midst of our power outages, Monday 8 hours
without power and Tuesday 20 hours without power, so | was really stressed. We were fortunate to have
plenty of candles, two gas log fireplaces and a gas stove top, so we were able to keep the house at
60-62° and were able to fix coffee and hot meals. Then I had to do all the pre-surgery prep again. No
fun! I’ve always said my middle name should be “Murphy” and all this just proved me right.

Our Monday lessons and our Tuesday club are dark for three weeks or so, but I am planning to open
them back up as soon as I am able to get there and cue. Even though we won’t be able to teach, at least
that will help me get back on schedule and will give the dancers some floor time dancing what they
already know.

Besides these “little” glitches, we both are doing well and have a lot to be thankful for and hope all of
you are doing well. Spring is right around the corner, so, don’t forget to Spring your clocks forward on
Saturday Night/Sunday Morning on March 14.

Christine and Theron Hixson

George and Pamela Hurd — Gilmer, TX
Contact email: pam@gphurd.com

Although not having any group sessions yet, George and I are practicing once a week and George is
keeping an eye on any new choreography that shows up. We are anticipating some summer festivals —
for us beginning with ICBDA (we are working on our assigned choreography for that!!!) and many
others continuing after. We hope all the good news continues and we will soon get back to a healthy
world! George and I have both gotten both doses of the Pfizer vaccine, but we are continuing to practice
social distancing and wearing our masks and not participating in many social activities. We are still
leery of group dancing for now, but we’re pleased that there are small groups dancing around the world
and that the Zoom sessions are keeping folks involved. We have been contacted by one of the local
resort venues where we usually teach throughout the fall and winter season and submitted our standard
requests for sessions beginning November 1st!!! That is very exciting!

In the meantime, we hope everyone stays safe and healthy and we look forward to real hugs soon!

George and Pamela

Gloria Jackson — Beaumont, TX
Contact email: gjack607@gmail.com
Our club members survived the snowstorm in southeast Texas but they are still dealing with Covid
vaccine shots for everyone. All of our club members over 65 have received at least their first vaccine
shot. This is the first benefit that I can think of for being old. Of course, the age of 65 is no longer old
for some of us.
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We are very lucky that we still have the availability of a dance hall and are looking forward to returning
to dancing in the near future. The Covid virus has certainly changed many people’s lives. Losing
friends and not getting to see family has not been easy.

We have certainly enjoyed Jerry Pate’s e-mails during this time of needing some form of humor. You
can check out Julia and Dan Chen on FaceBook. They have been doing road trips instead of trips out
of the country. Ron and Mary Ann have been redecorating their house. Can hardly wait to see it. Birma
has been writing more poetry and winning more poetry contests.

I’ve sorta opened a gym in my den — exercising to video tapes. Larry is doing good exercising to tapes
also. Mary Lou and Tom are dancing in Florida with the Worlocks, Burns and Johnson. How great is
that? The rest of our club members are holding down a real job.

Be safe and healthy. Hope to see everyone in a circle soon.

Gloria Jackson

Sharie Kenny — Arlington, TX

It is with sadness that we report that Sharie has closed down both of Jack and Sharie’s two clubs: Merry
Rounders which met Monday evenings in Arlington, and Dance, Dance, Dance which met Thursday
evenings in Garland. Both these clubs were Carousel Clubs with dance teaches ranging from Phase 4
through Phase 6.

Kay and Bob Kurczewski — Liberty Hill, TX

Contact email: roundsbyskis@juno.com

Now that we are going on our third month of 2021 there seems to be a faint light at the end of the tunnel.
We both have already received both of our Covid-19 shots and feel a sigh of relief. Hopefully most of
you have been fortunate enough to have received at least your first shot.

We just returned from the TRDTA dance in La Grange, which was attended by several of the dancing
couples who belong to our Carousel Club 340. Our consensus is that they all enjoyed themselves and
were so happy to see many of their dancing friends that were in attendance. For those who were unable
to attend for some reason, we want to say you were missed and hopefully we will be able to see you
soon on the dance floor. Hopefully more of our dance weekends will be able to be put back on the
calendar soon.

We have been conducting small classes and prior to the festival we spent much of our time reviewing
dances we hoped would be on the TRDTA dance program. Below are listed many of our reviews and
teaches:

Call Me Senorita (5R) Lewis/Olsen

Thoroughly Modern Millie (4Q) Preskitt

Get it On (SWCS) Lewis/Olsen

Simple and Graceful (6VW) Worlock

Theme from Inuyasha (5W) Hilton

Fields of Gold ’20 (5R) Dawson

Right Here Waiting for You (5R) Preskitt

Where or When (5F) Worlock

Someone You Loved (6R) Dawson

Valentine Bolero (6B) Worlock
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Carnival (4R) Rumble

El Reloj (4B) Gilder

One Call Away (3R) Drumheller

Snow Blossom (3W) Rumble

Pop Goes the Movies (3Multi) Raye

Girl Crush (4STS) Ahart

A Man Is Lonely (3B) Seurer

Too Many Rivers (3STS) Hooper

Black Horse and Cherry Tree (3C) Hattrick
Dance With the Devil (4C) Pelton

Axel “F” (3C) Matherson

Baby You’ve Got What It Takes (3J) Parker

We will be continuing our classes and working on new material during the upcoming months.
Hopefully, by the time our next newsletter is published we will all be back to our regular dance
activities.

If you would like to join us, please contact us at our above e-mail or phone 956.781.8453 or
956.460.7520 for our schedule.

Kay and Bob “Ski’s” Kurczewski

Tammy and Marvin Lee — Friendswood, TX
Contact email: tammy.lee@swbell.net

Gulf Coast Rounds - Phase 2-4, Houston — Wednesday afternoons, 1:00 to 3:00PM
Gulf Coast Rounds - Phase 3 - 5, Houston — Thursdays 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Many people experienced loss and/or difficulty during the freak Texas ice storm the week after
Valentines Day. Our hearts go out to those who suffered. We were very fortunate not to have lost power
and had only a temporary loss of water while we thawed the water well pipe. Once thawed, we kept
water running in the guest bathtub and an electric blanket on the well pipe set on low for several days.
Our outside cats were spoiled with several days in a warm, make-shift house in the garage instead of
their usual spot on the back patio.

On a more positive note, most of those who dance with us on Wednesday or Thursday have received
either their first or both Covid-19 vaccinations. Each week, we’re narrowing the gap between the
un-vaccinated and vaccinated. We’re hopeful other dancers will soon experience the same status since
we are anxious to expand our dancing opportunities.

Prior to the freeze, our Wednesday club had been reviewing dances for the TRDTA South Festival held
February 26-27, 2021. This year’s TRDTA Festival was smaller by design than in previous years, but
it still was just as fun. There were 49 dancers in attendance. We also enjoyed a special appearance by
Martha and Ed Koslosky Saturday evening. Many dancers had been requesting more West Coast Swing
floor time and we received favorable comments on the teaches.

Our Thursday club had been reviewing dances for the Houston Festival, scheduled for Feb 20-21, 2022
in La Grange, TX. Sadly, the Houston Festival was cancelled at the last minute due to weather. We
missed learning from Curt and Tammy Worlock and hope to see them at a future festival.
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For the few weeks prior to these festival dates, we reviewed or taught the following dances:

All That Jazz, 5 FT, Sechrist
A Lady In Red, 4 BL, Moore
Beat of Your Heart, 5 ST, Preskitt
Candlelight, 5 WZ, Goss
Cuando Me Cha, 5 CH, Worlock
Dancing at Washington Square, 4 MX, Robertson
Pop Goes the Movies, 3 MX, Raye
Eye of the Storm, 4 BL, Lee
Tammy and Marvin

Jerry and Lucy Pate — Round Rock, TX
Contact email: jpate1207@att.net

There’s not a lot of dance news although we are doing a very few square dance weekends. We survived
the worst winter storm that we have been in since we can remember. We were very lucky because we
only lost power one time, and it was for a short amount of time. We never lost our water service, but
they re-routed half of the water that our neighborhood was getting to help another neighborhood that
didn’t have water at all. That caused our pressure and water output to decrease for several days.

Here is the Austin area everyone was asked to conserve electric and water as much as possible. They
announced on TV to eliminate or limit doing laundry, dishwashers, and showering. By now, everything
has been restored back to normal.

We had gone to the store several days before the storm hit, so we were fine with food, but so many
people weren’t prepared and ran out of food. Stores were closed due to empty shelves. This was a very
sad and scary situation. We just stayed in and tried to stay warm, so yes, we were very lucky. Texans
don’t do very well in Winter storms.

Jerry and Lucy

JL and Linda Pelton — Dallas, TX

Contact email: peltondances@gmail.com

Dance Arounds — Carousel Club 385 — Thursdays evenings — 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. — Plano, TX

We haven’t been teaching since last year. It is hard to believe it’s been that long. Carpenter Recreation
Center where we teach beginning lessons is still not open for couples-type classes. Sam Johnson
Center, previously the Senior Center, has a six month contract to administer COVID vaccines and they
are using our ballroom. So it looks like it will be summer before we can start back. We are assuming
and hoping that we will be able to do so then. We’re both out of shape.

The ice and cold was a wild ride. We had about three days of on and off electricity. Spent a lot of time
in multiple layers under comforters on the couch. We never had one of those short 45 minute blackouts,
but then few people did. Our outages ranged from two hours to six hours. We were fortunate not to have
any water pipe problems as a result of the cold, but it certainly got very cold in the house. Texans just
don’t know how to build insulated houses, which would help in summer too. The most frustrating thing
is not knowing when it will happen and when you will get power back. It got to the point that the minute
power came in we were cooking and eating, just in case we lost power again. Neighbors across the
street were kind enough to bring soup over one day since they had a gas stove top. That was the day
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we had power from about midnight to 7:00 in the morning. It warmed the house, but rather frustrating.
One day we started breakfast and were just ready to put eggs in the fry pan when the power went off.

Our postman’s truck slid into our mailboxes on Saturday morning the first day of delivery after the ice
storm. Our next door neighbor’s mailbox is located right next to ours and both boxes ended up extended
inside the open door of his truck. How’s that for luck? But he couldn’t drive forward or he would take
out the mailboxes with his truck, and he couldn’t back up and turn the wheel to avoid the boxes either,
because he didn’t have traction. JL and our neighbor across the street grabbed a couple of shovels and
after much discussion on how best to proceed helped chip out ice from underneath his back tires.

Finally the carrier was able to back up the mail track while veering away from the curb, so all was well.

Then that same night a water main broke across the street right next door to our house. We were
fortunate as the houses where the water was shutoff were all east of us. Our neighbors without water
were also very fortunate as the repair was done the next day, although it took the crew the entire day
to complete the repair. There were many breaks across the metroplex and we were quite surprised to
see the repair crew out so quickly.

So now we are into normal Texas temperatures, but accessing plant loss. They say we won’t know for
awhile what plants we might have lost. The oak trees are dropping their leaves like mad right now.
However, that is just speeding up the normal spring drop of live oaks. Some of our other plants look
nipped, but only time will tell.

Hope you are all doing well and like us, are looking forward to returning to more normal dance
activities.

Linda and JL

Ron and Pat Plouch — San Antonio, TX

Contact email: ronpatdance@gmail.com

Ronde Rounds — Sunday afternoons from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. — San Antonio area

We finished up our beginner’s Rumba class, but our students had to take a leave of absence for a knee
surgery so we never got to Cha Cha. We reviewed some dances for our intermediate group, but with all
the rushing around to get ready for TRDTA South, I can’t remember what specific dances we looked at.

We had so much fun at TRDTA, and it appeared that everyone else did as well. Thank you to all of you
who told us that you enjoyed “When I Said I Do.” Between the Ski’s morning figure clinic and the
Gloodt’s “Make Love to Me” dance teach, everyone was able to dance another West Coast Swing.
Karen said that was a bonus with only a quick look required for Turkey Walks. At 10:00 Saturday night,
we all had sore muscles and achy feet, and were almost glad the festival was over. At the same time we
are all looking forward to the next festival where we can again dance until our feet ache and our
muscles are sore.

Ronde Rounds is planning on teaching Slow Two Step during our normal beginning dancer class time.
Hopefully we can whet the appetites of those who didn’t go to the Festival with some West Coast Swing
during our intermediate class time.

Hope to see you around.
Ron and Pat

Newsletter — December 2020 thru February 2021 Page 9


mailto: ronpatdance@gmail.com

Texas Round Dance Teachers Association

Marilyn and Jerral Waguespak — Freeport, TX

Contact email: icuerounds@gmail.com

I'm sad to report that we are still not dancing here in Lake Jackson. Hopefully we will be able to get
back on the dance floor soon.

As far as the storm goes — we were fortunate enough to have a generator that would run the fan on our
gas heater, the water well, and the lights! I’m worried, however, about my rose bushes and my yucca
plant that [ was unable to move inside.

Marilyn
Wag-A-Round Dance Club

Flyers for these events, if available, are posted at www.trdta.org on the Dance Flyers page. Here is a
direct link to the TRDTA Dance Events page www.trdta.org/upcomingevents.html to download the
flyers.

Send any flyers you have that you want posted to JL Pelton at peltondances@gmail.com. Festivals or
weekends must include a round dance teaching component to be posted on the TRDTA website or in
this newsletter.

ORDA (Oklahoma Round Dance Association) Festival, April 9-10, 2021, Ardmore, OK
Curt and Tammy Worlock — Rounds only — Phase 2-6

Centex
34th Annual Centex Festival, Phase 3-5, October 8-10, 2021, La Grange, TX
Debby and Tim Vogt — Rounds only — Phase 3-5

Harvest Holiday Festival

60-61st Annual Harvest Holiday Festival, November 26-28, 2021, Dallas, TX
Randy and Marie Preskitt — Rounds only — Phase 4-6

Pre-Festival dances and teaches TBD

For more information see: www.harvestholiday.com

TRDTA South Festival, February 25-26, 2022, La Grange, TX
TRDTA cuers — Rounds only — Phase 2-4
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